
1

Bishop Richard with Sr Kathy and her General Council

Spring 2018 Number 221

Our Lady’s 
Newsletter

Newsletter of The Benedictine Sisters of Our Lady of Grace and Compassion
GRACE & COMPASSION CONVENT, 38/39 PRESTON PARK AVENUE, BRIGHTON BN1 6HG



2

Dear Friends

Some of you may be wondering if the 
newsletter went astray at Christmas so 

I must apologise for the late arrival of this 
issue and hope it reaches you by Easter 
or soon afterwards! The second half of 
2017 was rather busy and as we have 
been focusing on our General Chapter for 
the past few months other work was put 
on the back burner for a while. I am glad 
to say that we have just finished a very 
enriching General Chapter and the sisters 
who attended are full of enthusiasm for the 
challenges of the next four years. 

I did a fair amount of travelling during the 
last 6 months of 2017 and was in India 
in July for the Blessing of the Convent at 
Piravom. Soon after this event we heard the 
news of Sr Irene’s death in Sri Lanka. May 
she rest in peace.

During August and September Sr Carmel 
and I carried out Visitations of the four 
houses in England and in October we went 
to Kenya to complete the Visitations in East 
Africa, having visited Uganda earlier.

By November I was very familiar with 
airports as I travelled to India again, with Sr 
Jenita, for the Visitation of the Indian Priory. 
I had hoped to visit all the houses in India 
during my two visits last year but it was 
not possible due to a cyclone in December 
which prevented me from travelling by 
either train or plane, as planned.

Finally, late on Christmas Day Sr Carmel 
and I went to Gatwick once more to travel 
to Uganda. All went well until we reached 
Entebbe and realised our luggage was 
still in Dubai! Some days later our 5 cases 
arrived at the Convent in Jinja balancing on 

the back of a bike! I have discovered that 
when travelling, anything can happen and 
it is best to accept any changes or set-backs 
calmly and always see the positive side such 
as having safe journeys!

I began 2018 with the intention of staying 
put at least until the General Chapter was 
over as there was plenty of preparation to 
be done including reports to be written. We 
also faced the big challenge of creating a 
new website and although this is still work 
in progress at least we have made a start.

The Chapter began on 2nd March so the 
sisters started to arrive from East Africa, 
India and Sri Lanka on 28th February – and 
so did the snow! This made trips to the 
airports to collect our visitors very tricky at 
times so once everyone had arrived safely, I 
for one, breathed a huge sigh of relief and 
thanked God for his protection. We were 
blessed to have Fr Stephen Ortiger OSB 
with us for the Mass of the Holy Spirit at 
the beginning of the Chapter and with the 
help of Sr Catherine, our facilitator, the first 
days passed smoothly and we soon reached 
the day of the Election of the General 
Council at which Bishop Richard presided. 
The Council for the next four years consists 
of Sr Carmel, Sr Metilda, Sr Thaya and Sr 
Beatrice (Odinyu), and it looks as though 
we will be kept very busy until the next 
Chapter in 2022, after which we will have 
Chapters every 6 years.

On 8th March, after another full day’s 
work in the Chapter, we marked the 
anniversary of Mother Mary’s death with 
a Mass celebrated by Bishop Richard. This 
was followed by a visit to the cemetery for 
prayers at Mother’s grave.

Finally, on Friday 9th March the Chapter 
came to an end just in time for us to join our 
Bishop and Parish community for the Mass 
of Consecration of Holy Cross Chapel and 

SISTER KATHY’S  
LETTER
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Altar. This was a very moving celebration 
and a fitting conclusion to our eventful 
week. Saturday morning saw a return to 
airport runs thankfully without the snow 
this time!

Soon after the Chapter I went to More Hall 
for a few days and was blessed to be there 
when Sr Magdalene died. She was almost 
95 and had been in the Community for 
nearly 50 years. May she rest in peace. 

Looking ahead, Sr Carmel and I are due to 
go to East Africa again at the end of April 
and the main reason for this visit is to attend 
a Final Profession in May. Then in June we 
hope to go to Sri Lanka for the blessing of 
the new building at Melville. As I write this 
I can still see the remains of recent snowfall 
in Brighton so the thought of feeling the 
sun soon is a very pleasant one!

I wish you all many joys and blessings 
during the Easter season. Thank you once 
again for your prayers and support.

Sr Kathy

The temperatures have plummeted at 
Holy Cross in the past week and the 

site is looking very beautiful under a layer 
of snow. Not something we see every year 
and not something we welcome too often. 
Our wonderful maintenance team, led 
by Helen, have worked for hours clearing 
the paths and making the site safe for us 
to walk. They and the gardeners, that 
come weekly, keep the whole site looking 
beautiful and we are very grateful for all 
their hard work. Old paths have been 
rediscovered and walkways created where 
the rhododendrons have been removed. 
This has given our residents plenty of places 
to walk and enjoy. New plants and trees 
that are indigenous to Sussex have been 
planted and we are beginning to see the 
benefits.

Plenty of activities take place in these 
beautiful grounds. The Summer Fair was 
a great success and Mandy and Helen 
(Bunches Helen!) set up their stalls across 
the lawns. The cream teas were fantastic. 
Audrey and Alan continue to come 
weekly to organise the bowling and when 
the weather is inclement we now have 
indoor bowls in the Priory or snooker in St 
Benedict’s. Zumba Gold is a long established 
and a very popular activity in the Priory 
along with Grace’s yoga classes, which she 
runs both in the Priory and the care home. 
The card lovers on the site continue to play 
bridge with great commitment. Even the 
snow didn’t put them off coming to play. 
We had a “Gong Therapist” for a few 
sessions, something that none of us had 
heard of before. The idea is to be bathed in 
the sounds of gongs which bring on deep 
relaxation.  Those that attended said that 

FINAL PROFESSIONS

We have a number of Sisters who are 
preparing to take vows for their Final 

Profession. In this moving ceremony they 
are given a symbolic gold ring which they 

will wear throughout their lives.

Do you have any unused rings which you 
could donate to such a worthy cause?  

We would be most grateful for any help 
you can give.

Sr Kathy Yeeles OSB,  
Grace and Compassion Convent, 38/39 

Preston Park Avenue, Brighton BN1 6HG

HOLY CROSS PRIORY 
HEATHFIELD
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it did induce sleep! Andy has been a great 
asset as the site warden and works hard to 
look after the residents in the flats. He runs 
a very popular bar night on a Wednesday 
which brings the community together. This 
weekly event keeps everyone up to date 
with the news and events on site. The 
cheese and wine evening that was held in 
October was very well received. 

The care home has just received a grant 
to develop the cinema room. Venessa 
has decorated this with 1950s movie star 
wallpaper. She has also moved away from 
her more minimalist taste in décor and 
embraced pattern. The library in the care 
home also sports new wallpaper which 
looks like a false bookshelf. She has plans 
to develop a space in the care home that 
is a family room where grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren can come and play 
while visiting their elderly relatives. This will 
also have a computer so that older children 
can also be entertained. 

We have also welcomed Caroline Thoms as 
a volunteer on site. She is taking residents 
out and about, and fills in on the reception 
desk in the care home when we are short of 
staff. We are very grateful to her. We also 
have 6th formers from Mayfield Convent 
who visit each week to chat to our residents 
and they really appreciate that. Mandy 
and Helen keep the residents busy with a 
whole variety of activities and outings. They 
have taken residents to Eastbourne to the 
theatre and to the local garden centre for 
teas. Scrabble events and music remain 
ever popular. Amber comes regularly, and 
keeps everyone fit with her exercise classes. 
We said good-by to Fr Rajan who has 
gone home to Sri Lanka. Fr Brian Lowden 
has moved into St Catherine’s Flat and is 
combining being the parish priest with Holy 
Cross chaplain.  He and Fergal (his dog) 
are frequent visitors to the care home and 

Fergal enjoys his visits with Sr Theresa and 
her doggy treats. 

The sisters are very involved with the care 
of the residents at Holy Cross and we were 
happy that Sr Hana was able to accompany 
one of our residents on the diocesan 
pilgrimage to Lourdes last June. A happy 
event took place in Holy Cross Chapel when 
Deacon Mike’s daughter had her wedding 
Mass in August. Hopefully we will have 
more such occasions in the future.  

In September we had our official Visitation 
by Sr Kathy and Sr Carmel. During the 
year we hosted two groups of our finally 
professed sisters for their annual meeting 
which included a short visit to Canterbury 
Cathedral and Aylesford Priory. Fr Jose, who 
is currently Chaplain at More Hall, gave 
some helpful talks.

We had a busy time preparing for the 
General Chapter and it was good to have Fr 
Stephen Ortiger OSB for the solemn Mass of 
the Holy Spirit to mark the opening. Later in 
the week we welcomed Bishop Richard on 
three consecutive days for the Elections, the 
Mass for Mother Mary and the Mass of the 
Dedication of the Church.

We wish all of you the peace of the Risen 
Christ at Easter.

Greetings from St. Mary’s House.

As I write this, the sun is shining, but it is 
still very cold, and we are still receiving 

warnings for snow!  The daffodils and 
snowdrops in the garden are just starting 
to arrive and will soon bring a carpet of 
colour to replace the dreary brown colours 

ST MARY’S HOUSE 
BRIGHTON
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welcomed Sr Sabina into our community 
and into our care staff team. Also joining 
us recently were 2 new cleaners, Kathryn 
and Paris, who continue to keep the house 
spick and span. 

Yet again our art exhibition was a great 
success! As usual the residents had 
produced some excellent artwork which 
adorned the walls of the lounge, which 
looked like a proper art gallery thanks to our 
art teacher Jane. Tea and cakes were served 
to the residents, their families and friends 
and we made a good profit for charity.

December was a whirlwind of activities 
for the residents. As well as their usual 
activities we were joined again by Margaret 
Watson and her magical golden harp. She 
played and sang some Christmas songs 
and some more classical tunes. Everyone 

of winter. We are all looking forward to the 
warmer weather.

In July, we received the very sad news that 
Sr. Anne O’Neill had passed away at Holy 
Cross Priory. Sr Anne was our longest-
standing resident having lived at St. Mary’s 
since 2003. She had only recently made the 
move to Holy Cross. She is greatly missed by 
everyone. Sr Gabrielle also moved to Holy 
Cross in November after many happy years 
at St. Mary’s. She is also greatly missed. 
Our much loved Sr Elizabeth continues to 
do well, with the help of our dedicated 
care team. She still manages to provide 
the biggest smile to everyone she sees. We 
said goodbye to our Japanese volunteer 
Toshika and gave a warm welcome to her 
replacement, Michiko, who has settled 
into life at St. Mary’s very well. We also 

Birthday celebration for St Mary’s House resident
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Greetings and warmest wishes to you all 
from Montana.   

A considerable time has passed since we 
last wrote to you, and it is very good to 

look back over the past months. We had a 
lovely summer. We sat outside in our garden 
for cream teas - in beautiful weather. The 
Sisters encouraged the more able-bodied of 
us to get up and dance, and they danced 
themselves! We also had a very enjoyable 
barbecue in August. In late May, again in 
lovely weather, we had a very happy outing 
to the Abbey Gardens in Bury St Edmunds, 
where we moved among the flowers and 
sat in the sun or in the shade of the newly-
green trees, and enjoyed ice cream and 
each other’s company.

Our minibus was getting very old and kept 
breaking down, costing us a lot of money 
to repair, so we decided to invest in a new 
one for our residents’ outings.   Our friends 
were very generous and we raised enough 
money to buy a good second-hand minibus 
which is a delight to travel in.

On a Saturday in mid-June we held an 
open day, along with other care homes in 
the country, to welcome people from our 
village and the surrounding area, to let 
them know more about us over a cream tea 
in our garden. It was a successful and happy 
afternoon.

On the last day of June, we had a lovely 
outing to Felixstowe, enjoying a delicious 
fish and chip lunch in the seafront restaurant 
we have visited before. We then enjoyed 
walking and sitting on the promenade 
taking in the sights and sounds of the 

listened to the music, drank wine and ate 
canapés before heading into the dining 
room for a wonderful Christmas lunch. I 
think there were quite a few naps taken 
that afternoon! Also in December, children 
from St Bernadette’s School came to 
perform their annual Christmas singalong 
to the residents. The children gave out their 
gifts, ate homemade cookies and chatted 
with the residents before heading back to 
school.  The staff and sisters performed an 
excellent Christmas programme again this 
year. Various dances, comedy sketches, 
poems and songs were enjoyed by the 
residents, followed by tea and mince pies. 
Everyone had a wonderful afternoon.

As we said goodbye to 2017, we are 
busy with various weekly activities. We 
celebrated Margaret Kelsey’s 93rd birthday. 
Our artists have already made a start on 
their next masterpieces! Yoga, exercise 
class and bingo and the quiz are still very 
well attended. Our furry friends from Petals 
continue to be a great success with everyone 
and also Jo Chedgey, whose beautiful Irish 
songs captivate the residents. We are all 
looking forward to the warmer weather 
when we hope to arrange a minibus for a 
trip to Holy Cross. The residents are looking 
forward to visiting Sr Gabrielle, having a 
look around and enjoying afternoon tea 
whilst they are there.

Well, as we say goodbye to January and 
February, we will hopefully be welcoming 
some warmer weather in the coming 
weeks. I’m sure you will agree it will be very 
nice to feel the warmth of the sunshine on 
our faces again! With best wishes to all our 
readers.

MONTANA &  
OAKAMPTON HOUSE  

GREAT BARTON
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beach and the incoming sea, watching the 
Sisters and friends paddling and getting 
wet as the waves broke! In August we used 
our new minibus for the first time to go to 
Walsingham. The Sisters, with three visiting 
Sisters from Brighton, our Oblates and 
friends of Montana, had a very enjoyable 
day.

In mid-August we all went to the 12th 
century Clare Priory, with its lovely Chapel 
and peaceful surroundings – it was a 
delightful afternoon. In early September we 
had an interesting and enjoyable visit to the 
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary. In mid-September 
we had a very happy quiz evening, shared by 
the Friends of Montana and others. It really 
challenged our brains and our memories 
and we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.

Bishop Alan with Montana Sisters

A pleasant variation to our weekday activities 
was several “sing-along” mornings with 
Geoff Jukes, who came up here from Kent 
to entertain us. We enjoyed ourselves with 
the old songs, and a couple of the residents 
got up and danced to the music. He visited 
our bed-ridden residents and sang to them, 
which was lovely. And we had a lovely 
Circle Dance morning, with two very nice 
ladies from Bury, Jen Lerner and her friend. 
All of the dances, each from a different 
country, told a story, and each had beautiful 
music and songs accompanying them. We 
had a lovely visit from Basil the pet dog. All 
enjoyed his company. We are still enjoying 
scrabble with our friends Pauline and Terry, 
bingo with Stan and Maria, crafts and 
singing with Anthea and baking once a 
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month with our cook Sue, which always 
makes a very happy afternoon. Sally comes 
every week to arrange (beautifully) the 
flowers in our Chapel, and Barbara has a 
weekly shop with all sorts of good things, 
which is very helpful.   We are so grateful to 
all our friends for their generous help.

In late November, on St. Edmund’s Day, 
we had a beautiful Mass celebrated by our 
Bishop Alan Hopes for the confirmation 
of our dear friend Ann Murray, and the 
blessing of the last four Chapel windows 
donated by her late husband Michael, 
whom we remember with deep affection. It 
was lovely to have Bishop Alan’s company, 
and he stayed for a very enjoyable lunch.

At the beginning of December, we had 
a very happy Saturday afternoon with 
a group of friendly young people from 
“Stagecoach”, who sang a wide range of 
Christmas songs and put us in the mood for 
Christmas. Then we all had tea and mince 
pies together – it was very enjoyable.  

We had a really enjoyable Christmas 
programme. A pre-Christmas meal arranged 
by the Friends of Montana, a lovely visit 
from the children of St. Benedict’s School, 
who sang to us, a delightful carol evening 
with our friends from Holy Innocents 
Church, a visit from Geoff Jukes who sang 
old Christmas songs to us, and a magical 
musical show by “Tickled Pink” -  we were 
tickled pink by them.   Then just before 
Epiphany we went to the nearby Bunbury 
Arms for a highly enjoyable lunch together, 
thanks to the generous donation of one of 
our friends.

Once again, we were named as one of 
the top twenty Care Homes in the East of 
England, which is very encouraging.

Sadly, our Chaplain, Fr. Chris, has had to 
give up due to his declining health. He has 

MORE HALL CONVENT  
RANDWICK, STROUD

been so good, over many years, and we 
thank him most warmly. Fr. Brian Jerstice 
has been acting as our Chaplain and giving 
us valuable help. Thank you so much, Fr. 
Brian.

We have welcomed a new resident, Norma, 
and it is very good to have her with us. We 
are now looking forward to Easter, and we 
wish you a very happy and blessed time.

Oakampton House
At the end of May we had a highly 
enjoyable barbecue in Montana’s garden to 
celebrate Oakampton House’s Silver Jubilee. 
Residents of Oakampton and Montana 
relaxed together in the fresh, warm 
summer air, eating the tasty food prepared 
by the Sisters and our friends Sandra, Steve 
and Anne. It hardly seems possible that 
Oakampton House is twenty-five years old. 
We have had a happy summer, autumn and 
winter, and we have welcomed several new 
residents - Ann, Elsie, Geoffrey and Yvonne. 
It is lovely to have them with us. Very sadly 
Jan, Charles’ partner, passed away and she 
is in our prayers, as he is too.

If you would like to enquire about a flat at 
Oakampton, do write to Sr. Thaya Moses at: 

Montana,  
East Barton Road, Great Barton,  
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 2RF. 
Or phone 01284 787321.

Dear Readers

As I write this I can scarcely believe we 
are into February, and by the time you 

read this, it will be March and we will be 
celebrating Easter once more!

Sadly, in the last few months we have lost 3 
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of our residents who had been with us for 
several years - Irene, Eleanor and Joyce. All 
were in their mid-nineties and were so much 
part of More Hall. May they rest in peace.  
On a happier note, we were delighted to 
welcome ‘Toddy’ as Mrs Doris Flynn likes 
to be called. Toddy has settled in very well 
and being something of a live wire, has 
brought lots of fun to the house. She has 
the residents enjoying bingo, card games 
or music most afternoons, or watching an 
old movie, especially musicals which they all 
enjoy. Those with some dementia can sing 
along with the old songs. We are delighted 
to be welcoming Rachel and Mertyl, who 
are coming to join us shortly. Rachel is a 
poet and Mertyl an illustrator of books.  This 
Christmas, all the residents participated in a 
Nativity Play for the first time, and everyone 
really enjoyed it.

At Christmas we all enjoyed an outing to 
Dobby’s Garden Centre in Cirencester. It was 
one of the best trips we have had, as the 
staff there made us so welcome and made 
a fuss of everyone. We are now enjoying 
flower arranging and cake decorating 
among other activities. 

We were very happy to welcome Anna, a 
new carer to our team, and Sachiyo from 
Japan, for whom everything is still very 
new.  We are always very happy to see 
Fiona and Sr Kathy when they are able to 
visit us, and thank them for all their support 
and encouragement. 

May we take this opportunity of wishing 
you all a blessed and joyful Easter.

Nativity play at More Hall
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Dear friends in Christ,

There are a lot of things to share with you 
all, since our last meeting through the 

newsletter. The most important news is the 
renovation of the main house which is 113 
years old, and the construction of the new 
2 storey building. It is the biggest project 
which has ever taken place since we came 
to live in Melville.

Prior to starting the work on the project, 
the 1st step was to move ourselves and 
our belongings to a safe place. The sisters 
did a tremendous job and tried their best 
to keep us as comfortable as possible. They 
did this at the detriment of losing their 
privacy, calmness and silence in the convent 
premises, because we occupied their 
parlour, sitting room and their refectory. 
We were very happy to enter the convent 
premises and to live in a part of it which we 
were forbidden to enter before. We were 
privileged to live in the convent without 
wearing a religious habit.

The next part was the hardest and saddest. 
Melville is known to be the cleanest and 
most beautiful elders’ home in the whole of 
Colombo. When we came after Mass and 
waited for the breakfast bell to be rung, 
we used to sit in the garden and enjoy its 
beauty and serenity. The flowers in bloom 
and the chirping of the birds created a 
paradise. This gradually vanished when 
the building work started. We could hardly 
hear the chirping of the birds, but instead 
we heard the noise of the machines and 
the big trucks coming in and out of the 
house. We couldn’t sit outside for some 

MELVILLE

SRI LANKASr Magdalene Banwell OSB 
1923 – 2018

Born in Taunton, Somerset in April 1923, Sr 
Magdalene was an only child.  She worked 
in her parents’ business and later as a sales 
assistant in a big store and was in her mid-
40s when she joined our community.  She 
made her First Profession in 1971 and Final 
Vows in 1976 (both at Holy Cross Priory).                                                                                                          
During her many years at Holy Cross, Sr 
Magdalene served the community in a 
variety of posts, including novice mistress, 
general councillor, mission sister, publicity, 
fundraising, vocations, retirement housing. 
She enjoyed the experience of living for 
some time at our Houses abroad – in India, 
Kenya and Sri Lanka. For the last 17 years 
her home was More Hall Convent, Stroud.                                                                                                                          
Sr Magdalene was dedicated and generous 
in everything she did.  In her forthright and 
inimitable style she contributed much to 
all the areas in which she was involved. 
Although her physical health declined 
in her latter years, she maintained a keen 
interest in all that was going on around her 
and never lost her sharpness of mind. She 
died very peacefully at More Hall Convent 
on 18th March 2018. May she rest in peace. 
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time due to the dust and the risk caused 
by the work. All in all no matter what was 
going on, it proved that we were in the 
heart of everything. When we walked on 
the path when going over to the dining 
room for meals, no matter how urgent the 
work was, the workers would always give 
way to us. That made us feel that we were 
still the bosses. When the work situation 
was dangerous for us to walk outside, the 
sisters would bring our meals to our rooms. 
No matter how busy the sisters were, all our 
necessities were fulfilled. They made us feel 
that we were their priority. Our gratitude 
goes to Sr. Heloise and all of the sisters for 
their tireless work in those conditions.

Eight months have now passed us by and 
the work is now coming to its completion. 
We are happy to see that the buildings 
have come up well and we are back to our 
normal life again. We have the same feeling 
as Noah did, when after the flood he saw 
that new life had begun. Now Melville is 
coming back to its former glory, renewed 
and more beautified without losing its 
ancient look. We thank God for all the 
blessings and help granted to bring all the 
work to completion. So dear friends, this is 
our news of great joy. Let us meet again 
through the next newsletter, until then God 
bless you all and wish all you  readers a 
happy Easter.

Greetings from St Joan’s.

Since the last newsletter quite a lot of 
events have taken place. Last May we 

had a very difficult time with Dengue fever 
going around the island. This time Ja-Ela 
was affected very badly causing many 
deaths in the area.

ST JOAN’S CONVENT  
JA-ELA

Sr Irene Fernando OSB 
1935 - 2017

Sr Irene was born in Nagoda, Sri Lanka 
in 1935. She joined the Grace and 
Compassion Benedictines in 1983, having 
previously spent 24 years as a member of 
the Divine Providence Sisters. She lived 
in England for some time in the 1980s 
and 1990s, being based mainly at Bognor 
Regis. She made her First Profession in 
1985 and her Final Profession in 1990, both 
at Holy Cross Priory.  She returned to Sri 
Lanka permanently in 1998. At Melville 
she helped care for the elderly residents and 
also did vocation promotion work.

Sr Irene was trained as a Nursery Teacher 
and was good at handcrafts and cake 
making.   She had a great sense of humour 
and was a very prayerful person. In her later 
years illness took over and her strength 
gradually began to decline. She moved 
to St Joan’s, Ja-Ela where she died of a 
heart attack on 7th July 2017, while being 
admitted to hospital.

Three of our staff members, one resident 
and Srs Suwarna and Jena were affected 
with Dengue fever and had to be 
hospitalized. This was the first time we have 
been affected by Dengue and during this 
period those affected were in and out of 
hospital. We had a very difficult time but 
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ISBF meeting in Sri Lanka

somehow with God’s grace and his strength 
we were able to manage and overcome all 
the difficulties in the end. Sadly we said 
farewell to Mrs Hazel De Zoysa, who died 
after a brief illness. Not long afterwards we 
experienced our biggest loss. Our beloved 
Sr Irene died on 7th of July. She had 
suffered a heart attack and prior to that 
she had been hospitalized for a week. Her 
presence is greatly missed by the residents 
as she was conducting Bible discussions and 
praying with them until she became sick. At 
this very sad time, Sr Wasanthi was getting 
ready to celebrate her Silver Jubilee on the 
8th of July and there was no other option 
but to go ahead with it as planned. 

Srs Scholastica and Wasanthi had a 
beautiful simple celebration of their Silver 
Jubilee at Melville Priory. Rt Rev Bishop 
Cletus Perera OSB was the main celebrant, 
along with Rev Fr Placidus de Silva and Fr 
Xystus Kurukulasuriya who concelebrated. 

On 10th July we had the funeral of Sr Irene 
at Melville Priory where she was laid to rest. 
Sr Irene was very gifted in crafts, painting, 
sewing and writing poems and articles. She 

also worked as a formator and brought many 
vocations to the congregation. She will be 
missed by all those who came to know her 
vibrant personality and prayerfulness. May 
she rest in peace.

We welcomed three new residents to our 
family, Mr Calistus Perera, Mrs Phelamina 
Hinghurt and Miss Ruby Senevirathna. 
Ruby formerly a Baptist wished to become 
a Catholic and was received into the church 
by her nephew Rev Fr Bensiry Perera who is 
a senior Catholic Priest. It was a happy day 
for her and her family members who were 
present for the occasion.

On 1st of October we celebrated Elders 
Day. The Ja-Ela choir joined us to entertain 
everyone with singing and dancing; the 
residents thoroughly enjoyed it.

In November the Auxiliary Bishop of 
Colombo paid a pastoral visit to our home 
and he was talking about the importance 
of our presence in the parish and how he 
appreciated our work within the parish. On 
24th of November Miss Elizabeth Wijesuriya 
celebrated her 98th Birthday. As she has 
made lot of friends with people who come 
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to our home, the members of St Vincent 
de Paul Society of Ja-Ela parish organized a 
small party for her. They brought her gifts 
and she thoroughly enjoyed herself with 
the many well-wishers.

As we have prayed for our approaching 
General Chapter in March our sisters are 
busy with their preparations. We wish 
Sr Kathy and all of the sisters who are 
participating in it all the graces that the 
spirit of Christ gives and may it be a great 
success. May God bless you all.    

Greetings from Mattakelle.

The peaceful Christmas in 2017 brought 
much happiness and joy to the hearts of 

many estate workers. Christian and non-
Christian alike in their daily routine of life 
brought much difference in the Christmas 
carols concert we had in the church as well 
as in our pre-school.

Last December we bade farewell to our 30 
children who left to go into grade one. Some 
of our children were admitted to Catholic 
schools in Nuwara Eliya and Talawakelle. We 
also welcomed children into our pre-school 
and a programme was given by Mrs Mary 
Elizabeth from the educational department. 
Some of our children are waiting to enter in 
the second term.

We were able to arrange the sports meet 
for the children, with the support of their 
young and energetic parents, who always 
willingly give their help to our teachers. The 
principals of estate schools and our parish 
priest Fr Satkunarajah always support 
us in all our pre-school events. For the 
children’s day we were able to visit one of 

our neighbouring pre-schools and had an 
outing with the children. “Thanks to the 
Lord” for the life of Sr Irene Fernando, 
who helped most of us with our English 
knowledge and some vocations to our 
Congregation. May she rest in peace.

We were also saddened by the loss of 
our nearest neighbouring parish priest, Fr 
Harsha Nilanka Dias, who was quite young. 
May his soul also rest in peace.

Sr Heloise the Prioress came for the 
Visitation in November, accompanied by 
Sr Dilrukshi. All through the year we were 
blessed with visits from sisters from our 
other communities

As we are in the season of Lent with 
many penitential activities, and waiting 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter, may 
the coming of Easter bring you peace and 
serenity.

Greetings from Villa Maria

The end of 2017 was very congested with 
many events, and it took much effort to 

fit in all of the different programs we had 
previously decided on. The Silver Jubilee of 
Srs Wasanthi and Scholastica was a major 
event that we looked forward to, but it 
was marred by the death of Sr Irene who 
passed away on the 7th of July prior to 
jubilee celebrations. In August we also bade 
farewell to Phyllis, a resident of Villa Maria. 
Srs Rani and Priyanga attended the funeral 
of the sister of Bishop Valence Mendis, the 
Ordinary of the diocese of Chilaw.  

We welcomed Sr.Kanita to the community, 
and a new resident from up-country who 
is a devout Buddhist. She observes ‘Sila’ 

VILLA MARIA  
CHILAW

GRACE & COMPASSION  
CONVENT MATTAKELLE
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St Mary’s House staff panto

Blessing of new minibus at Montana
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General Chapter delegates with Bishop Richard

TV Malai health camp
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An archetypal structure of Lourdes was 
declared open by Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith 
the Archbishop of Colombo in the premises 
of Our Lady of Lanka Shrine Tewathte, 
providing the opportunity of experiencing a 
Lourdes pilgrimage. Even though we were 
not in a position to be physically present 
at any of these events we were fortunate 
and are thankful to Verbum Television, the 
Catholic TV channel for bringing them right 
into our midst. Days have run fast, yet God 
our loving Father has been very present to 
us as the good Shepherd. As we cherish 
His abundant blessings with a sense of 
gratitude we extend our greetings and best 
wishes to all of you.

Greetings from Grace and Compassion 
Priory! The autumn and winter have 

been rather busy with the Visitation of all 
our dependent Houses and Pre-foundations 
in preparation for the General Chapter in 
March. The New Year continued with more 
preparation of documents and Reports for 
the General Chapter. 

We have had quite a few Visitors – Fr Chris 
Dobson, Parish Priest of Crawley, England 
visited us for the day and we were happy 
to see him. Fr John Britto (a monk from St. 
Joseph’s Monastery Flavigny, France) stayed 
with us for two days and gave us two days 
of prayer. Abbot John Kurichianil from 
St.Thomas’ Monastery, Kappadu along 
with junior brothers, stayed with us one 
day during their tour.  They joined us for 
the Divine Office and the Abbot said Mass 
for us.

confined to her room, even though she 
is very enthusiastic in being present at 
daily Mass as well as every other service 
conducted in the premises. Lilamani, who 
was with us at the beginning of this year, 
left Villa Maria in search of greener pastures.    

The ISBF meeting was held at Sylvestro 
Benedictine Monastery in Kandy in which 
Sr Rani participated. After the meeting, 
some of the participants from India came 
to Villa Maria for a few hours and we had 
an enjoyable time. A Visitation was held 
just before the meeting by Sr Heloise our 
Prioress and Sr Rosemarie. In October, 
one day of special programs for the finally 
professed sisters of the congregation was 
held at Villa Maria during which Rev Fr 
Kalana Peiris gave some inspiring thoughts 
on the theme of Journeying with the Lord.

A new lightning conductor was installed in 
November which was a dire necessity since 
we are very often threatened by sudden 
thunder and lightning, and the previous 
conductor had stopped functioning 
properly.

December 22nd was a great day for Villa 
Maria residents. After a long period of 
preparation they presented a variety of 
entertainment in which almost all of them 
as well as the staff and the community 
members took part.

Before winding up we should recall how 
the Catholic churches in Sri Lanka were 
specially blessed during the past months. 
As the year dedicated to St Joseph Vaz, the 
apostle of Sri Lanka, came to a close, a night 
vigil at St Anthony’s Church, Wahakotte 
was organized by the lay movements active 
throughout the Island. Retreats and healing 
services in Sinhala, Tamil and English by 
Rev Fr Augustine Vallooran from the Divine 
Retreat Center at Kerala, was another 
occasion that touched the lives of many. 

INDIA
GRACE & COMPASSION  

PRIORY TIRUVANNAMALAI
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Our new foundation, St Joseph’s, Piravom, Kerala

We were delighted to welcome Sr Kathy, 
Prioress General and Sr Judith who stayed 
with us for a week in July. Sr Kathy visited 
us again at the end of November with Sr 
Jenita to make the Visitation of the Priory. 

Sr Metilda and all Superiors attended the 
annual meetings of the ISBF (Indo-Sri Lankan 
Benedictine Federation) in August 2017 at 
St. Sylvester’s Monastery, Kandy, Sri Lanka. 
They were able to visit our Communities in 
Sri Lanka and were very pleased to see Sr 
Heloise and all our Sisters.

On the eve (20.08.14) prior to Parish 
Feast, Mass was celebrated in our complex 
followed by the Eucharistic procession to 
the Church.  

Rev Fr Pappusamy, a Missionary in the North 
of India who has known the congregation 
for some time, wanted to begin the Silver 
Jubilee year of his Ordination by saying 
Mass in our chapel. He is very grateful 
for all the support he received during his 
seminary days, and he keeps in touch with 
us by his annual visits when he comes to 
see his family members.

We attended our Annual Retreat at 
Denkanikottai and at House of Peace, 
Yercaud which was spiritually uplifting. 

Renovation of the guest quarters has been 
completed. The fourth phase of renovation 
of the convent building is yet to be done.  

Fr Bosco gave us 2 days of prayer in 
preparation for Christmas which was very 
enriching and he celebrated Mass on 
Christmas day for us and our residents.  

On both occasions - 64th Foundation Feast 
day (2nd of January) of our Congregation 
and 43rd Anniversary (4th of February) 
of the Foundation in India, Fr Lazar 
Savarimuthu celebrated the Masses with 
inspiring sermons and in a special way we 
thank God for sustaining us throughout 
these years with his divine providence.  

We are pleased to say that St Joseph’s 
Home for the Aged, Piravom was blessed by 
Most Rev Dr Joseph Kalarangatt, Bishop of 
Pala and was inaugurated on 12.02.2018. 
The Chapel was consecrated on the same 
day along with the priest’s quarters. Many 
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priests, religious and laity were present and 
graced the occasion. There is still some 
carpentry work and the compound wall has 
yet to be completed.

The construction of Grace and Compassion 
Bhavan in Puducherry is nearing completion 
and will be blessed soon. 

As we are in the Lenten season, the spiritual 
preparations have started with our Lenten 
practices. “Lent summons us, and enables 
us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly 
and in every aspect of our life.” (Holy Father 
Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2018). Let 
us prepare ourselves worthily now, so as to 
be filled with the joy of the Risen Christ in 
our hearts.  Happy Easter to everyone!

Old Age Home:
There are 60 residents presently in our 
home. Brother Xavier (Little Brothers of 
Jesus) has joined the staff in our home.  

As usual our residents have kept active with 
a variety of activities. A legal awareness 

programme was arranged by a group of 
judges for our residents. The students 
from St Thomas School of Nursing met the 
residents for their community experience. 
The Social Welfare Officer visits our home 
regularly.  

On 30.10.2017, Senior Citizen Day was 
celebrated in our old age home. The chief 
guest was the District Collector who gave 
an encouraging talk to our residents and 
also appreciated our service to the aged. 
Many other homes for the aged took part 
in this programme and all were given a 
sumptuous lunch. On 14th November, 
being Children’s Day, the children from 
the International School gave a cultural 
programme and provided lunch which all 
of our residents enjoyed.  

A poor abandoned old lady who was found 
in the street was brought to us by the Social 
Welfare Officer. She was in a very pathetic 
condition and now she is settled happily in 
our home. 

Sr Kathy with residents at TV Malai
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There are quite a few donors who have 
helped us with wheelchairs, a medicine 
trolley etc.  We are very grateful to all the 
donors for their generosity. 

Grace and Compassion Hospital: 
We welcomed Sr Ceciliya (Lab Technician) 
and Sr Beula (Pharmacist) who have joined 
our hospital team.  We are very grateful to 
Dr Sivaraman who worked for some years 
in our hospital and has gone to work in his 
home town. We wish him well in his newly 
found clinic. Dr Lawanya has taken up his 
post as our new MD. 

On Senior Citizens Day (28.10.2017) a 
health camp was held in our old age home 
and many elderly people from different 
homes in Tiruvannamalai District attended 
this free annual check up. Free medical 
camps were conducted in and around 
Tiruvannamalai through which many poor 
patients have benefitted.  

The hospital is having a new facelift after 
the renovation work. Some new equipment 
has been purchased for the Lab & ICU.  
A new casualty unit has been set up, 

which is functioning effectively to provide 
emergency and critical care to the patients. 
This is in preparation for the inspection 
from NABH (National Accreditation Board 
for Hospital) for entry level and this will help 
us a great deal to improve the standard of 
our health care.  Our heartfelt gratitude 
goes to Sr Kathy for her support towards 
the welfare of the hospital.

Land:
Four acres of paddy which was cultivated 
is ready for harvesting next month. Also a 
half acre of ragi and half acre of brinjal have 
been planted with some vegetables.

Crèche:
There have been some new admissions to 
the Crèche from the surrounding areas. 
The children are very cute and smart and 
although on arrival in the mornings they 
are quite upset about being separated from 
their parents, as the day goes by they enjoy 
learning rhymes, etc. Nutritious food is given 
by the Government once a year for children. 
The children gave a short performance to Sr 
Kathy our Prioress General and to Sr Jenita 

Sister & children at TV Malai crèche
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during the time of their Visitation to us.  

A couple who were married recently, visited 
the Crèche last week  and treated them to 
cake, sweets and biscuits and chatted with 
the children. 

This newsletter brings you good wishes 
for the New Year 2018. We are glad to 

update you with the happenings of these 
past few months. 

Our community is comprised of 12 finally 
professed sisters, 2 novices, 2 postulants 
and one student candidate. The presence 
of the Formees adds liveliness to the 
community. The two Formators, Srs Kiruba 
and Rosamma along with the rest of the 
community have an irrefutable and great 
responsibility to nurture the vocation of 
the Formees. Srs Amala and Molly, the 
two graduates play an active role in the 
intellectual formation of the Formees. 

The Formees had an occasion to visit the 
207th flower show at Lalbaugh Botanical 
garden in Bengaluru. Around 500 varieties 
of flowers were displayed for the 10 days 
flower show. 

The Sisters were happy to visit and pray at 
the Shrine of “Vailankkani of Karnataka” in 
Harihar. It is a town situated by the banks of 
the river Tungabhadra, 280km away from 
Bengaluru. According to the tradition, a 
Brahmin while bathing in the river was on 
the verge of drowning when  he saw the 
floating statue of our Lady of Health and 
held on to her which saved his life. In the 
beginning of 1847 itself the celebration of 
devotion to Harihar Mathe and dedication 
to her was much in popularity as scores of 

people would throng to this place.  

The month of November brought much joy 
and encouragement to us by the visit of Sr 
Kathy Prioress General, Sr Metilda Prioress 
and Sr Jenita the former Superior. 

We have a few newcomers in the residents’ 
home. There are enquiries but the present 
facilities are not up to their expectations. By 
the kindness of one of our residents Mr Sait 
an electricity converter has been installed in 
the Chapel.

Psalm 89:10 “Our span is seventy years 
or eighty for those who are strong” but 
by God’s grace one of our residents Miss 
Jessie Pereira crossed the span of life and 
celebrated her 101st birthday on 9th 
February. She was looking very elegant 
in her turquoise Saree. Her family shared 
the joy and the blessing of her long life by 
providing a sumptuous meal for all of us. 
It is the incessant prayer on her knees that 
makes her strong; she is an inspiration for 
all of us.

Though there are many schools around the 
locality, people still appreciate the service 
rendered by Sr Patrice in the Crèche. 

We had good showers during last monsoon 
which enabled us to plant teak wood 
saplings banana and varieties of vegetables. 

Demonetization is still creating its effects, 
yet at present we are faced with GST (tax) 
which is creating tension among consumers. 
This has direct and adverse consequences 
on our developmental activities.

Wish you all a joyful Easter. 

OUR LADY OF LIGHT  
BANGALORE
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Greetings from St Benedict’s Convent, 
Adaiyur! We are glad to meet you 

through this Newsletter. Hope you all had a 
wonderful Christmas. We are ten members 
in the Community, all finally professed 
sisters. In November we welcomed Sr 
Jovitha a newly Finally Professed sister into 
our Community. We wish her every joy and 
peace in the Community life.

Chapel Blessing:   Our renovated Chapel was 
blessed and opened on 9th February. It was 
a moving ceremony. Six local Priests along 
with a Deacon graced the blessing which 
was followed by a Eucharistic celebration. 
Our Parish Priest Rev Fr Gnana Jyothi VF 
initiated the blessing in a Concelebrated 
Mass. Our Prioress Sr Metilda was also 
present along with some of her community 
sisters. After Mass the Priests and the 
sisters were invited to the refectory for 
refreshments.

School of Nursing:   Just before Christmas 
on the 22nd December we had the Lamp 
Lighting Ceremony for our 20 first year 
students. Their parents were also invited 
to witness this ceremony. The students in 
their white uniform, cap and a burning 
lamp in their hands were taken to pledge 
to protect, promote and restore life in their 
future career. It was a sight to be cherished, 
admired and appreciated.

On the 15th February the farewell 
programme was held for our 1X batch 
students in our newly built auditorium. 
The third year students arranged this 
programme in such a way that it looked 
so efficient and colourful. The same day 
the internship students bid goodbye to 
everyone and left the school for good, after 

successfully completing their DGNM course 
with us. Our school received 100% for all of 
the three years for the academic year 2017.

Farm:  In December we harvested 1½ acres 
of paddy and in a month’s time the paddy 
will be harvested for the second time. The 
peanuts harvest has recently ended. Pulses 
like black gram, lentil and mochai were also 
harvested and sold for a reasonable price. 
Our land also produces guava, lemons, 
chickoos and vegetables like pumpkins, 
beans and chillies. People come to our farm 
to buy our products. 

Dairy Farm:  Our cows and the goats are 
doing well in our dairy farm. Recently 
one of our goats gave birth to a kid. Both 
mother and the kid are safe.

Let us pray for one another more deeply 
during Lent as we wait for our Lord’s 
glorious Resurrection.

We wish you all a grace filled New Year 
2018. God’s blessings and graces were 

showered upon this ‘House of Peace” so 
abundantly last year. All praise and glory 
goes to our Heavenly Father who is always 
protecting us through His beloved Son 
Jesus our Lord.

Since the last newsletter, many events have 
taken place. First of all in the month of 
June we had our Canonical Visitation by 
our Prioress Sr Metilda and Sr Rakkini, the 
Priory Councillor. In July we were so happy 
to receive Sr Kathy, our Prioress General, 
and Sr Judith for a few days visit. We were 
encouraged and enriched by their presence. 
We congratulate and thank our Superior 
Sr Kiruba for her efficient and untiring 
work that she has done for the good and 

HOUSE OF PEACE  
YERCAUD

ST BENEDICT’S  
ADAIYUR
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Final Profession of Sr Jovitha at Yercaud

the growth of our community, as she is 
transferred to Bangalore to take up the 
ministry as Novice Mistress. May the Lord 
continually bless her and guide her in her 
challenging ministry, as our future lies in His 
hand. The candidates Usha and Priya also 
moved to the Noviciate after they completed 
their postulancy in Yercaud. We thank them 
for their selfless and generous contribution 
to this community. We welcomed our new 
Superior Sr Emily, and other new members 
to this community. May the Lord fill them 
with wisdom and the courage to meet the 
challenges that they will meet in their new 
ministry.  

We received the sad news of the death of 
Sr Nirmala’s mother. May her soul rest in 
peace. May all of the family members be 
comforted with the strength of Christ. On 
23rd September we had the final Profession 
of Sr Jovitha, the ceremony celebrated by 
Rt Rev Bishop Singarayan, Bishop of Salem, 
and many Priests and religious in Yercaud 

participated in the joyous and auspicious 
celebration. 

In October, the annual retreats for the sisters 
were conducted here at Yercaud, preached 
by Fr Raphael VG. All were enriched by the 
retreat.

The sisters enjoyed Christmas and shared 
the peace and joy of Christmas by visiting 
and distributing gifts to the senior citizens 
and tuition children from nearby villages. 

We entered the New Year with courage and 
having hope in God that His presence and 
His blessings will lead us according to His 
will and plan. 

From the 14th Feb, Ash Wednesday 
onwards, we are obliged to use the New 
Revised Tamil Missal in the whole state of 
Tamil Nadu, as Pope St John Paul requested 
in 2000.

We are eagerly looking forward to Easter 
with joy and wish you all a very happy 
Easter.
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Greetings to all our readers from St 
Scholastica’s Convent.  

Our convent is situated in the side 
Kozhikode-Manthody highway. The 

PWD government have been extending it 
for the last two months and we are going 
to have two lines when the work completes 
in 3 years’ time. Hopefully our roads will be 
better and faster as we live in a fast and 
instant world. Our Panchayth has built a 
bus shelter in front of our drive way which 
is very convenient for our patients and staff. 
Our hospital gives services to many locals 
who are poor. Dr Omesh, who is quite well 
known locally, has been with us five years 
now. With our sisters and dedicated team 
we care for many in need of healing and 
in their last journey. In our home for the 
aged we have around 50 people and the 
majority of them need 24 hour care, some 
have dementia. Our residents who are able 
to walk love going for outings .We took 
them to one of the famous Lourdes shrines 
in Waynad and they thoroughly enjoyed 
their pilgrimage. 

After Christmas it is time for harvesting 
the various crops like coffee beans, pepper, 
turmeric etc. We have harvested some 
vegetables from the field for our use. In the 
dairy farm we have fewer cows now. The 
piglets are doing well. The surroundings 
of the convent are now a beautiful scene 
with coffee blossoms in pure white with its 
aromatic smell. Mango blossoms in light 
green and our garden full of roses in various 
colours, which everyone enjoys. The Fathers 
from St. Joseph Monastery help us with 
daily Mass and spiritual needs and we are 
grateful for their continued support over 

the years. The weather is getting hotter 
daily as the summer has set in. The humidity 
has also increased and with it there is water 
shortage in many areas. The hostel children 
are preparing for their annual exams which 
will finish by end of March, they then go 
home for holidays in April and May.  We 
wish all of you a blessed Easter and may the 
peace of the Risen Lord be with you.

Greetings and well wishes from St. Joseph’s 
Home, Piravom. We are delighted to 

write our first newsletter, and are rather 
privileged to introduce our new home 
globally through Our Lady’s Newsletter. 
First and foremost it is with immense joy 
and gratitude to the Almighty God for 
His abundant Blessings through Fr Jose 
Perigamala, who donated these two acres 
of land to build this beautiful house for the 
needy. Our heartfelt thanks go to our dear 
Prioress General Sr Kathy, whose generosity 
and support are very much appreciated. 
We also thank Sr Metilda, whose untiring 
committed service is greatly valued.  

We owe a great debt to our foundress, the 
late Mother Mary Garson, whose dream it 
was to make a second foundation in Kerala. 

We also thank Fr Abbot John Kurichiyanil 
who through his concern and thoughtfulness 
recommended our Congregation to Fr Jose 
Peringamala to donate the land to care for 
the aged.

Like any new foundation, we have had our 
ups and downs to bring our new foundation 
to completion and we were so happy on 
3rd July 2017 when our Prioress General Sr 
Kathy Yeeles carried out the inauguration 
of our new convent. Four sisters stayed as 

ST SCHOLASTICA’S  
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a community in the convent to monitor 
the work and used the opportunity to 
study various residential homes to give 
optimum care to those who come to us.  
Sisters were also engaged in house visiting 
and recruitment programmes, visiting the 
parishes and schools. Although we have 
written these events several times, it has 
taken almost 2½ years from the start of the 
ground work to completion. 

At last that precious day had arrived. On 
12th February 2018 at 3pm, in the presence 
of our Prioress Sr Metilda, all of our sisters, 
the neighbouring religious, priests, and 
well-wishers, the house was inaugurated 
by Most Rev Dr. Joseph Kallarangatt, the 
Bishop of Pala Diocese. We very much 
missed the presence of our Prioress General 
Sr Kathy.

The house can accommodate 30-35 
residents with en suite rooms. In the future 
we hope to have a Day Care Centre. Life is 
always a struggle for the pioneers in every 
project but we trust in the providence of 

God and the support of good, generous-
hearted people. 

We take this opportunity to thank all our 
benefactors and friends who have assisted 
us financially and spiritually. Wishing you all 
a joyous and peaceful Easter.

Dear friends, 

Receive our heartfelt greetings for 2018.  

We are glad to inform you that since our 
last newsletter, many activities have 

taken place. We were sad to lose Srs Brigid, 
Roselyne and Carol from our community 
but at the same time we were glad to 
welcome Srs Maria Gorette, Kizito, Pauline 
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Blessing of St Joseph’s, Piravom, by the Bishop of Pala
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and Frida. On 10th February 2018, our six 
Novices (Sr Salume, Sr Lucy, Sr Laetitia, Sr 
Linet, Sr Annet and Sr Abigael) made their 
First Profession in our Chapel of St Gabriel. 
The ceremony was officiated by Fr Maurice 
Langiri.  The day was colourful. We now 
look forward to the Final Profession of Srs 
Doreen and Brigid which will take place on 
5th May 2018. You are most welcome to 
the celebration.  

On 3rd February 2018, we received a 
new resident into our old peoples’ home.  
Her name is Rose Lugiria from Turkana. 
She is settling in well and she seems to 
be very happy. In spite of her immobility 
and blindness, she is able to entertain 
the residents and other visitors who visit 
the home. The residents were thrilled to 
be visited by senior citizens from Butere 
County. They felt so honoured and were all 
able to share their stories.

Our school is doing well, this year we 
have had some new admissions. We have 
reached standard seven and we are looking 
forward to next year as we will have our first 
candidates sitting their National Exams. We 
really loved the original colour of our school 
buses, but unfortunately we have to try and 
adapt to the new rules and regulations from 
the Ministry of Education which say that all 
school buses must be painted yellow. Since 
we painted them yellow, I tell you, our 
buses have not been the same. We hope 
and trust that with time we will soon get 
used to the new colour.   

We welcome all our readers to our new 
guesthouse. It is spacious, quiet, a place to 
be in touch with God, and very delicious 
food. Our rates are affordable.  Hurry!! 
Come one, come all and book a room 
before it is all booked up as we are sure 
you will enjoy every single minute of your 
stay with us.  For those who have tasted our 

Cutting the cake after the First Professions at Mundika
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hospitality will always long to come back.

Last but not least, due to too much drought 
in the country, our farm is almost on fire. 
It is our hope and trust that, through your 
prayers, our pigs and cows will be able to 
survive to the end of the drought. 

May God bless you all.

Greetings to all readers of Our Lady’s 
Newsletter.

There have been many events since the 
last newsletter and the saddest for us is 

the hot weather! It has been very hot for 
more than four months now. It is hot from 
7.00am until 6.00pm and we long for our 
work to be done so we can take a cool 
breath.

In September 2017, Sr Kizito graduated at 
Kamuli Nursing School. It was a colourful 
day and some of our sisters attended 
the ceremony. On 21st August a juniors 
meeting was held in our convent in Irundu 
and almost all of our juniors were able to 
attend. Rev Fr Mathew Kabale gave some 
useful talks and on the last day the group 
visited Jinja and enjoyed a picnic.

On 2nd October, Srs Julian, Agatha and 
Doreen went to Mundika for the formation 
meeting and to attend the renewal of vows 
of Srs Doreen and Brigid. Sandra who has 
been staying with us for six months has now 
moved to Mundika. On 26th November we 
celebrated the Golden Jubilee of our Jinja 
diocese. It was a moving day and the entire 
diocese gathered at Jinja cathedral. The 
Nuncio was the main celebrant and our 
President was present.

On 11th December we held our annual 
retreat which was very enriching. Also in 
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examination results for 2017. By God’s will, 
we managed to obtain the best results in 
our local district with 7 candidates in the 
first grade, 14 in the second grade and 1 
candidate in the third grade. Together with 
our pupils and their parents, we marched 
through Irundu trading centre as a way 
of advertising the school. This made a big 
impact and the parents continue to entrust 
us with their children. So far we have a total 
of 626 pupils and in Jinja we have a further 
80 pupils. There is now a great need for 
more classrooms and staff accommodation 
at both schools.

St Benedicts’s demonstration farm: 

The farm is becoming a model farm. We 
now have a farm manager and with his 
help we have constructed modern animal 
shelters, although some are still to be 
completed. We are grateful to God for the 
good harvest from cassava and potatoes 
and we are looking forward to enjoying the 
fruits very soon, despite the fact that we are 
currently experiencing a drought.

We are grateful for all of your support and 
may the Almighty God bless you abundantly.

December we were blessed with a visit from 
our Prioress General, Sr Kathy and Sr Carmel. 
What a lovely Christmas we had with the 
visit of the sisters. On 10th February this 
year, Sr Agatha and two of our postulants 
Susan and Martha, moved to Mundika.  
Sr Linet moved to Irundu community and 
we were happy to receive our new junior 
sisters Srs Salume and Laetitia into our Jinja 
community. 

Warm greetings from St. Benedict’s 
Nursery & Primary School, Irundu.

In early December we had a second 
graduation ceremony for 52 pupils from 
the top class from our nursery school. In 
January we received the primary leaving 

Jinja schoolchildren waiting to board the bus

Our head prefects at Jinja nursery school
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 I enclose £ ........................................ q Please tick if acknowledgement required

 Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) .........................................................................

 Address .............................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................

 ............................................... Post Code ..........................................
With our grateful thanks and our prayers

Reg. Charity No. 1056064

#  

Spring 2018

PLEASE HELP
The Benedictine Sisters of

Our Lady of Grace & Compassion
In their work at home and abroad - by

 1) Paying a subscription of £6 a year for Our Lady’s Newsletter q
 2) Sending donations by Direct Debit or cheque payable to q
  “Grace and Compassion Benedictines”

 3) Donating online via our website
  www.graceandcompassionbenedictines.org.uk

 4) If you are a taxpayer, Gift Aid will provide our Charity with a q
  tax refund. We will happily send you the requisite form

 5) Remembering us in your Will, please ask for details q
Donations to support our work should be sent to:

Sr Kathy Yeeles
Grace and Compassion Convent,

38/39 Preston Park Avenue,
Brighton, BN1 6HG

Please make Cheques payable to Grace & Compassion Benedictines
 Tel: 01273 502129
 Email: osb@graceandcompassion.co.uk


